
   
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Empowering Underserved Students: 

Future Energy Workforce Members 

 
 



Testimonials from community members receiving the benefits from the work undertaken in
Phase Two

“I would love to continue to grow relationships with mentors and classmates. The continued
mentorship throughout this project has helped to make that possible. Community engagement and
working across programs has been fun.” (CEAN Student Ambassador) 

“I feel like being part of CEAN I feel more in-touch with how the industry works and feel less anxious
about getting a job in that field or similar.” (CEAN Student Ambassador) 

“I have really enjoyed this program so far and it has opened my eyes to other kinds of opportunities I
had not considered for my career path.” (CEAN Student Ambassador) 

“I think mentorship is a huge asset to students throughout their college programs - especially for first
generation students--it’s really important to include career-connected learning throughout undergrad
studies.” (CEAN Industry Mentor) 

“I strongly believe that having this network will enhance student retention in technical programs.”
(CEAN Industry Mentor) 

“This has been an excellent chance for students to make connections to future employers OR connect
with mentors who can help connect them with future employers.” (CEAN Industry Mentor) 

 

WSU Tri-Cities serves largest % underserved students in STEM of all WSU campuses 
Hispanic/LatinX students (42.4%), IPEDs minority (57%) and/or 1st generation (55%) Over

70% Pell-eligible incoming Freshman  
Students participated in energy-related career-building opportunities & community outreach 

Directly engaged the disadvantaged community as part of the activities carried out after 
the Phase One award 

 

60% pending or attained internship with energy sector 
80+% felt “high” sense of belonging in CEAN, believe in importance of mentorship &
community engagement, grew knowledge & interest in clean energy technologies, believe
importance of clean energy economy & better understand equitable solutions 

Positive outcomes in the disadvantaged community engaged in Phase Two 

  
 



Enabled clean energy, climate innovation and entrepreneurship programming at WSU Tri-
Cities 
Increased participation of students from disadvantaged communities in clean energy and
climate-smart jobs (e.g. internships, co-ops, future employment) 
Fostered innovation related to just and equitable clean energy deployment through
activities focusing on community-centric networks and community needs (CEAN program) 
Identified, funded activities and student engagement in program focused on just and
equitable benefits to disadvantaged communities (supported Justice40 goals) 
Enabled development of replicable clean energy transitions that deliver just and equitable
benefits to disadvantaged communities (supported of Justice40 goals) 

The competitor clearly describes how the positive outcomes from the efforts undertaken in
Phase Two of the prize connect back to one or more of the goals of the prize 

 
During Phase 2, WSU Tri-Cities IEI Prize team successfully met the following IEI Prize and CEAN
joint goals:  
 

 
The CEAN program promoted community-based, inclusive connectivity and networking towards
clean and net-zero-carbon energy technology by directly funding disadvantaged communities.
This program aligns with the DOE Prize Challenge and Justice40 goals at a micro/macro-scale
and furthers WSU Tri-Cities “preferred future” to ensure students experience a strong career-
connected, transformative, supportive industry opportunities and pathways in climate and
clean energy. 
 

 

During 2022-2023 semesters, 344 students, 25 industry mentors and faculty advisors, and
over 300 community members were impacted 

Demonstrated impact achieved in the disadvantaged community engaged in Phase Two 

Expanded outside of the university ecosystem, built trust & relationships along with
opportunities for future engagement through CEAN activities (e.g. Community Classroom
events, regional presentations, workforce development strategies for underserved populations,
etc.)  
Community Partners (EIR & TCHCC) thrilled with 2022-2023 program and are excited for next
phase with goal of increased networking with Hispanic/LatinX community 

How we built trust and strengthened relationships with the community 

 

 



Dept. Of Energy Inclusive Energy Innovation Prize 
Entrepreneurs in Residence (Paul Carlisle) 
Tri-Cities Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (Martin Valadez & Raul
Contreras) 
WSU’s Institute for Northwest Energy Futures 
WSU Tri-Cities Energy/Climate UCORE Cirriculum Faculty Team  
Tri-Cities' Clean Energy/Climate Sector 
WSU Tri-Cities TRIO STEM 
Student Success Lab- WSU Tri-Cities 
Jade Garrett- Positive Deviancy (DOE IEI Prize Connector)  

DOE Resources & Connector Support for Phase Two 

DOE Connector, Positive Deviancy 
VentureWell 
DOE DC Summit & Quarterly team meetings  
Webinars by CEBN & U of Arizona’s Center for Innovation  
DOE/Chanceé Lundy’s needs assessment 
NWX (Oregon IEI team) 

 

Thank You Partners & Contributors 



100% 

Industry 

Mentors

100% 
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Partners



April 2023 Research Symposium: 
CEAN Team Posters







Mason Jar Solar Lights for Kids 

 

 

 

Supplies 
 

• Wide Mouth Mason Jars 

• Solar Path lights 

o  Some lights will not fit in the top of the mason jar, so be sure to test it first. 

 

Steps for Mason Jar Solar Lights 
 

1. Take the solar path light apart by gently twisting the top off of the base. Remove 

the paper strip that protects the battery, as directed with the light instructions. 

2. Place the solar panel in the sun for a full day 

3. Fit the solar panel piece in the top of the mason jar. It should fit snuggly. 

4. Use it as a night light, emergency light, or picnic illumination. 

 





























SEARCH EspañolCEAN - Impacts of Urban Development and Sustainability 

REBATES TAX INCENTIVES CURRENT POLICIES OTHER RESOURCES

Featured Case Study
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Maecenas sit venenatis aliquet nunc 
nam scelerisque. Proin congue viverra risus placerat augue odio cras neque. Felis netus 
tincidunt sed hac urna. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Maecenas sit 
venenatis aliquet nunc nam scelerisque. Proin congue viverra risus placerat augue odio cras 
neque. Felis netus tincidunt sed hac urna.Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 
elit. Maecenas sit venenatis aliquet nunc nam scelerisque. Proin congue viverra risus placerat 
augue odio cras neque. Felis netus tincidunt sed hac urna.

news & Announcements

CEAN - Clean Energy Ambassadors Network

Solar Energy System Sales Tax Incentives Solar Investment Tax Credit Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)



Interested in Making Your 
Home Energy Efficient?

Local Rebates Information

Washington State Tax Incentives

Other Resources

Local Current Policies

Requirements
* Some Rebates Are REQUIRED to be performed by an Approved Contractor


https://www.bentonpud.org/Energy-Programs/Rebates/Rebates

https://www.bentonpud.org/About/
Your-PUD/Overview/News

https://www.utc.wa.gov/regulated-industries/utilities/energy/
conservation-and-renewable-energy-overview/washington-energy-
independence-act-i-937/renewable-energy-incentives

 https://www.whitehouse.gov/cleanenergy/?
utm_source=www.cleanenergy.gov

 http://energytips.wa.gov/default.asp?
src=financing

 https://www.bentonpud.org/



¿Está interesado en hacer que su 
hogar sea energéticamente 
eficiente?


Información de reembolsos locales

Incentivos fiscales del estado de Washington

Otros recursos

Políticas Locales Actuales

Requisitos
* Algunos reembolsos son REQUERIDOS para ser realizados por un contratista aprobado


https://www.bentonpud.org/Energy-Programs/Rebates/Rebates

https://www.bentonpud.org/About/
Your-PUD/Overview/News

https://www.utc.wa.gov/regulated-industries/utilities/energy/
conservation-and-renewable-energy-overview/washington-energy-
independence-act-i-937/renewable-energy-incentives

 https://www.whitehouse.gov/cleanenergy/?
utm_source=www.cleanenergy.gov

 http://energytips.wa.gov/default.asp?
src=financing

 https://www.bentonpud.org/



CEAN

CASE STUDY

 sOLAR PANELS

            STORY OF HOUSE ETC. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation 
ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute 
irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu 
fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, 
sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.

5 likes

cean



CEAN

Do Want to reduce your energy bill?

Swipe For more information about 
the Solar Investment Tax Credit

Installing solar panels could save the average 
consumer an estimate of $1,500 each year.



CEAN

A 30% tax credit that allows a person 

who installs solar panels on the roof 

of their home to claim a dollar-for-

dollar reduction for their income taxes

what is the Solar Investment Tax Credit?
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