
Q:        Is WSU Tri-Cities changing its name? 
  
A:        No, we are and will continue be Washington State University Tri-Cities. We 
will always be Cougars. The official name of the campus is mandated by the state 
legislature and by the Board of Regents. 
 
Q:        What does the polytechnic approach to learning mean? 
  
A:        WSU-Tri Cities defines the polytechnic approach as: 

• Developing career-prepared students  
• Providing opportunities for “learning while doing” 
• Providing opportunities for students to work on projects that pertain to 

solving real-world problems and research-engaged and applied learning 
• Growing industry partnerships that increase access to internships, 

externships and co-ops 
• Providing capstone experiences for all students 

  
The term “polytechnic approach” applies to all majors, from the arts to science and 
engineering. 
  
Q:        Why are we moving toward the “polytechnic approach” to learning? 
  
A:        WSU Tri-Cities uses the term “polytechnic approach" to learning as a means to 
describe a pedagogical approach to teaching and learning and to develop a distinction 
among its peers in the field of higher education. This distinction conveys a clear 
difference for our campus in a time of increasing competition. 
  
Q:        How did the polytechnic approach to learning come about? 
  
A:        Starting in 2013, WSU Tri-Cities conducted a 20-month long listening and 
learning outreach effort in our community to develop the attributes for the future of the 
campus. Leadership and the WSU Tri-Cities Advisory Council determined that the 
polytechnic approach is the perfect fit for the community’s needs for career-prepared 
graduates with a special emphasis in STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and 
math). We had a 77% approval rating from those in the community who were surveyed. 
The polytechnic approach is included in our academic master plan, which was submitted 
to the Board of Regents in March 2015 and based on three tenets of dynamic student, 
research and community engagement. 
  
Q:        Are the courses and curriculum changing? 
  
A:        No, the courses and curriculum are not changing. Through the polytechnic 
approach to learning, we are emphasizing what we already do, which is consistent with 
our academic master plan. We are expanding educational opportunities by providing 



project-based learning, internship opportunities and additional resources in the Career 
Center. 
  
Q:        Will I still receive a Washington State University diploma? 
 
A:        Yes. All degrees will state “Washington State University,” as mandated by the 
Board of Regents. 
  
Q:        What about the liberal arts and social sciences? 
 
A:        We embrace the liberal arts and social sciences as the foundation for creativity 
and innovation at WSU Tri-Cities. Liberal arts and social science students are very 
attractive to employers because of the learn while doing approach and can have a 
competitive advantage in the job market. The arts and social sciences will continue to be 
an integral part of the future of the campus. Our philosophy is grounded in the liberal arts 
and social sciences since every undergraduate major must take courses in liberal arts and 
social sciences to satisfy University Core requirements. 

	


